Nitric oxide in sepsis.
The synthesis of nitric oxide (NO) and its targets are reviewed physiologically during sepsis and wound healing, a self-limiting process in which mechanisms are still identified incompletely. NO also plays an active and direct role during infection, aimed at protecting the host and destroying the microbe. During septic shock, an overproduction of NO has been described experimentally and clinically that might be responsible for the systemic vasodilatation with hyporesponsiveness to exogenous vasoconstrictive agents. The different manipulations of NO pathway during sepsis are described (transcription and post-transcription of iNOS, enzymatic function, substrate availability, NO concentration, and NO effector molecules), although their clinical benefit remains controversial.